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Veterans

In 2008, about 15 out of
every 1,000 Veteran

I

I

I
smokers were using I
Chantix in the Veterans |
Health Adminisiration. I
{

I

I

“FDA Investigates Quit-Smoking Drug”
The Associated Press
November 21, 2007

“...reports of mood disorders
and erratic behavior among
patients taking Chantix...
Investigating at least one
Incident involving Chantix and
a violent death...”

U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) warns: Chantix, Pfizer’'s anti-smoking drug, may be

unsafe—Veterans Health Administration (VHA) takes action

Myron Chang, MS; Tony Van, MA; Hyungjin Myra Kim, ScD; Lauren B. Gerlach, DO; Kipling Bohnert, PhD; Kara Zivin, PhD

Health Adminisiration facilities across the United States responded immediately to
FDA warnings, alerts, and news by reducing Chantix use over time.

December 16, 2016

July 1, 2009 FDA removes Chantix

FDA issues its most severe April 22, 2016 warning label following
warning alert (black-box) on Pfizer pharmaceutical company: findings from Pfizer’s study
Chantix ‘;‘[J)IX 22(,12011Ch | SURN “The study did not show a \
_ up ate_s_ antix warning label 1o significant increase in...adverse
| Include additional concerns related to Sar et e e e e |
“Suicide Warning for Antismoking Drug” heart problems (Chantix)...”
WebMD.com ]
February 1, 2008 . |
“...The drug, called Chantix...nearly 500 “BREAKING: Chanftix Linked to
reports of suicidal thoughts, behaviors, Heart Problems” I
and completed suicides...doctors should Men's Health Darker red means more reduction in Chantix
be on the lookout for any behavior or JU|y 4, 2011 use from 2008 to 2015 in the VHA I
mood changes...”
I | Darker red means higher concentration of
Veteran smokers, as of 2017
] !
“F.A.A. Bans Antismoking Drug, Citing Side Effects” |
NY Times Business
May 22, 2008 1

“The Federal Aviation Administration...no longer permit pilots or air
traffic controllers to use the smoking cessation drug Chantix...

...$883 million last year...estimated 6.5 million people have used
it...potential to cause psychiatric problems and might impair
driving...”

| |
National Veterans Health Administration

. . By 2015, the VHA reduced
Chantix use over time Chantix use to less than 3

for every 1,000 Veteran
smokers.
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